15th March 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,
We have liaised with West Midlands Police and been advised that students vaping and using Ecigarettes has become an issue across schools in Birmingham. We wanted to write to you to
reinforce the position of the Academy, which is that vaping on Academy site is prohibited, as is
bringing vaping equipment on to the Academy site.
Our clear Code of Conduct states: SAFE - ‘we do not bring items onto the site which might cause us
or others harm.’
It is expected that parents/carers ensure that their child does not bring any prohibited items onto
the Academy site as per the Home School Collaboration Agreement and Parent Code of Conduct.
We have prepared the following information, in conjunction with Health Care Professionals, which
we hope may be helpful to clarify the position of the Academy to our parents and carers:
What is vaping?
'Vaping’ is the term used for inhaling vapour through an E-Cigarette or other electronic vaping
devices. The device operates by heating a pod of liquid that turns into vapour. This liquid usually
comes in appealing flavours such as chocolate, strawberry and bubblegum to name a few.
What is inside a vape and what do they look like?

Is vaping addictive?
Vaping puts nicotine into the body. Nicotine is highly addictive and can: slow brain development in
teens and affect memory, concentration, learning, self-control, attention, and mood. It also
increases the risk of other types of addiction later in life (www.kidshealth.org).
What about vapes that do NOT contain nicotine?
Most vaping products contain nicotine as it is beneficial for vaping companies to have addictive
substances in their products. However, even those that don’t contain nicotine, still have chemicals in
them that irritate the lungs. Furthermore, an analysis from two leading brands discovered harmful
chemicals in the liquid pods, one of the chemicals was diethylene, a chemical that is used in antifreeze! Vaping simply has not been around long enough for scientists to judge the long-term
effects."

Can vaping impact those around me?
Many young people unfortunately believe that the “vape cloud” disappears quickly and so does not
harm others but research has shown that the aerosol that users inhale will expose not only
themselves but also innocent bystanders to the harmful substances contained. This is bad especially
if they are near others who are asthmatic as they will be negatively impacting these people, even if it
is not intentional.
Is vaping illegal?
Vaping and e-cigarettes come under the same law as smoking. This law says that it's illegal to sell any
tobacco products to someone under 18. It's also illegal for someone else to buy them for you if you
are under 18. This law exists to prevent young people from getting addicted to nicotine and to
protect their health. It isn't technically illegal for you to carry an e-cigarette but if you are caught in
public the police can confiscate it from you. They are allowed to do this under the age of 16 in
England and Wales.
We would like to be clear that if a student was to bring a vape or e-cigarette onto the Academy site,
the Academy reserves the right to confiscate these items. Under these circumstances, we will not
return the equipment to the respective student and the Academy will keep the item in our
possession until a parent/carer collects the item. We have smoke detectors in toilets and staff on
duty at every social time and changeover.
In addition to the vape being confiscated, the student may also face a serious consequence for
bringing a prohibited item onto the Academy site.
Similarly, if students are seen vaping in the community and are identifiable as students of JQA, they
can face similar sanctions.
As an Academy we recognise the importance of educating our young people, and as such, students
will be continuing to educate our students with personal development activities on this topic.
If you are concerned about your child damaging their own health and jeopardising their own future
at JQA, please get in touch with us for support by emailing
safeguarding@corejewelleryquarter.academy or calling us and selecting Option 4 to speak to the
Safeguarding team.
We thank you for your support in this matter.
Yours Sincerely,

Mr J Barton - Headteacher

